Dear guests, honoured Righteous and descendants,

I have great pleasure in announcing the presentation of the book “Righteous among the Nations – Serbia”, published by the Jewish Community in Zemun. The book we release today pays tribute to the brave people of Serbia, who during World War Two, to cite the writer of the life-stories, Milan Fogel, under threat of death, dared to rescue people of Jewish descent who were, more often than not, completely unknown to them. The mere fact that someone was willing, in those horrific times throughout Europe, to offer gratuitous help to individuals belonging to a nation condemned without judge or jury to total annihilation, was decisive for the state of Israel to institute a special decoration – the Righteous among the Nations Medal - through the Museum of the Holocaust in Jerusalem’s, Yad Vashem. To this day 128 citizens of Serbia have been awarded with the Medal. Their good deeds, recounted in keeping with documented facts and in the form of life-stories, are the subject of the book we present this evening. In order to better understand the courage demonstrated by the Righteous, the book also contains special historical sections; the chapter written by Prof. Dr Milan Ristović depicts historical facts under which rescue operations in the territory of today’s Serbia took place. The chapter written by Dr. Milan Koljanin gives an insight into the prevalent conditions and milieu Jews lived in, in Serbia and the Yugoslav state up to 1941.
The book before us documents in the best possible way how even in those darkest hours of World War Two, when the state’s official politics went along with the Nazi ideology of the total destruction of Jews, there were many people in Serbia who took a pro-active stand against it. The count of six million murdered Jews in Europe in World War Two speaks best that they were actually on the threshold of accomplishing their fanatical genocidal aspirations. The number of acknowledged Righteous, which exceeds 22.000, our 128 awardees included, contributed to the reality that a part of them survived. I must state that the list of Righteous from Serbia, according to the research work we underwent would be much longer, but due to reasons unknown to us, it has, for now, remained at the present number. It is our obligation to further engage ourselves in this issue.

I personally wish to believe that today’s generations of young people will, in reading this book, seek to identify themselves with these courageous people instead of the fanatical murderers, slaughterers and so-called patriots. This is my wish; my hope is that the Ministry of Education will enlist the book into its comprehensive school programme, as a means of understanding the Holocaust better, as well as, enhancing awareness of the great courage and humanity of the people of Serbia.

Dear guests, I have to say that Milan Fogel, the author of the life-stories of the Righteous, who lives in Israel, cannot, unfortunately, despite all his wishes, attend this gathering. I convey his heartfelt greetings to all participants and guests present this evening and especially to the Righteous and their descendants who have made Serbia so proud.
