Albert Weiss was born in 1905 in Zemun. He completed secondary school in Zemun, and graduated from the Faculty of Law in Zagreb.

Prior to World War II he was noted for his activity as a public servant in Jewish organizations. He was a well received lecturer and organizer in the Ashkenazi Jewish Community and in the Association of Belgrade Jewish Communities. In the years prior to the Second World War he made repeated endeavours to save a large number of Jewish refugees from Hitler’s exterminating hell.

During the German occupation he was imprisoned in a POW camp. Throughout his term of imprisonment he was noted for his antifascism activity.

Once back in the country in April 1945, he worked in the commission for determining the atrocities of the occupation forces and that of their collaborators. For one year he was a member of the Yugoslav delegation at the Nuremberg Trial. He became one of the first experts in Yugoslavia in the field of International Criminal Law. He was a teacher and professor at the Internal Affairs College, the Political Sciences College and the Faculty of Law in Belgrade. Among other he took part in elaborating expert studies for the extradition of the war criminal Artukovic, as well as studies on the atrocities of the Ustashi living abroad. He was a member of the Human Rights Committee. His credit as an exceptional expert and man of morals is best spoken for by the fact that he was entrusted with the interrogation of the Nazi villain Eichman.

His contribution as a scientist, one of the first to teach about the evolution of civilization was highly valued. He formulated this field of human study into an academic subject and gave it meaningful content.

Beside his scientific studies and activities he was also engaged in various Yugoslav organizations and institutions. The greater part of his effort and time was dedicated to Jewish public issues, primarily to those of the Jewish community of Yugoslavia, but also to those of Jews as an entity.

On his return to the liberated Yugoslavia, although sadly distressed by the loss of his closest family he found strength to invest all his energy in the well being of the Jewish community. The situation required that priority be given to social-humanitarian activity, i.e. the reception and resettlement of those returning to their homes.

Despite the primacy of social work, Dr. Albert Weiss looked to the future of this Jewish community and with this in mind took part in the revival of cultural, educational and national activity. He initiated the restoration of publishing work, the gathering of historical material and founding of a Jewish history Museum; he also saw to the establishment of a kindergarten, youth clubs, women’s groups, the erection of monuments to Jewish victims of Fascism and other anti-Fascism combatants.

Equally important is his contribution to initiating and strengthening of close ties and cooperation with associations of Yugoslav Jews living in other countries, especially those in Israel and the USA.

He was the third President of the Association of Jewish Communities of Yugoslavia from 1948 up to his death in 1964. As a sign of respect and devotion the Association paid tribute to him by erecting a memorial at the Jewish Cemetery in Belgrade. In Israel, in the Gat kibbutz a young forest was planted in recognition and remembrance of their President, the kindergarten of the Belgrade Jewish Community was named after Dr Weiss, as well as the Jewish Home in Skopje and an awarding contest of the Yugoslav Youth Association also bore his name.
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