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September 15, 2024

Nenad Fogel
President, Jewish Community of Zemun

Dear Mr. Fogel,

I would like to express my deepest appreciation to you and the Jewish Community of
Zemun for your cooperation and the significant decision to move the remains of Theodor
Herzl's grandparents, Simon and Rivka, to their eternal rest in the land of Israel—the
Jewish state that Herzl himself envisioned.

This act holds great historical significance for the Jewish people, particularly in relation to
the activities of Rabbi Alkalai and his approach towards ending the exile and the
establishment of a Jewish state in the Land of Israel. It is another meaningful step in
fulfilling our people’s 2,000-year-old yearning to return to our ancestral homeland and to
restore our free and independent lives within it. In these challenging times, it serves as a
testament to our enduring connection to the land of Israel.

As Herzl once said, »In five years perhaps, and certainly in fifty years, everyone will
perceive it.” (Theodor Herzl, 1897)

I'look forward to meeting you soon and continuing our work together for the sake of our
people.

L’Shana Tova to you and to yours,
Sincerely,

Yaakov Hagoel
Chairman, World Zionist Organization
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